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After much consideration, and several meetings with SNA, last November USDA announced that it would have
to consult with the Institute of Medicine before it could update the meal pattern. Consulting with IOM will take
two years. Attached is the USDA memo to our state directors. We commend USDA for this decision and for
acknowledging what we all know to be true: nutrition science is complicated. If USDA must consult with the IOM
before proposing a new school meal pattern, then our counsel is twofold: 1. Please dont lock the nutrition
standard into statute; and 2. Please dont allow each state and district to establish their own interpretation of
the Dietary Guidelines. The recall Mr. Chairman, a not so funny thing has happened on the way to this hearing:
USDA has had one the largest recalls in history, if not the very largest. As we un-derstand it, approximately 143
million pounds of beef was recalled, of which millions of pounds went to nutrition programs. Schools, like all
consumers, rely on the Department of Agriculture and the Food and Drug Administration to protect the safety
of our food supply. USDA has had an excellent food safety record and we appreciate their vigilance. The
schools sup-port the USDA commodity distribution program. Approximately 20 of the food served in school
comes from USDA,; the remaining 80 is purchased...
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