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printed on demand - Print on Demand Neuware - Excerpt: .own, and the ball passed by my cheek, and shot the
boatswain behind me. I closed with the captain, and the other pistol went o  without mischief in the struggle.
Such a fellow he was, - six feet four without his shoes! Over we went, rolling each on the other. Santa Maria! no
time to get hold of one's knife. Meanwhile all the crew were up, some for the captain, some for me, - clashing
and firing, and swearing and groaning, and now and then a heavy splash in the sea. Fine supper for the sharks
that night! At last old Bilboa got uppermost; out flashed his knife; down it came, but not in my heart. No! I gave
my le  arm as a shield; and the blade went through to the hilt, with the blood spurting up like the rain from a
whale's nostril! With the weight of the blow the stout fellow came down so that his face touched mine; with my
right hand I caught him by the throat, turned him over like a lamb, signor, and faith it was soon all up with him:
the boatswain's brother, a fat Dutchman, ran him through with a pike. ''Old fellow,' said I, as he turned his
terrible eye to me, 'I bear you no malice, but we must try to get on in the world, you know.' The captain grinned
and gave up the ghost. I went upon deck, - what a sight! Twenty bold fellows stark and cold, and the moon
sparkling on the puddles of blood as calmly as if it were water. Well, signor, the victory was ours, and...
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