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carried weightier cares, had no room for such thoughts, the
young man brooded over and disliked them. By what reprisals
should he resent this covert impertinence? was the question
that very often recurred to him. Should he affect to undervalue
the place, and all the art treasures? Should he throw out dark
hints of how much these tasteful toys might realise at a sale?
Should he speculate vaguely on what the Castle would become,
if, instead of a show-house, it were to be made what he would
call habitable? Or, last of all, what tone should he assume
towards Mademoiselle--should he slight her, or make love to
her? In these self-discussions he fell asleep at last. Long before
any of his guests were awake the next morning, Sir Within had
called for his writing-desk. It was a passion of his to ask for his
writing...
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