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Henry Holth & Co, 1995. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. Dust Jacket Condition: Fine DJ. 1st American Edition.
Henry Holth & Co 1995 1st American Edition New/Fine DJ Editorial Reviews From School Grade 6-10. A lonely
epileptic boy in Victorian England struggles to understand his affliction and his destiny. Frightening,
fascinating, and inspiring. (July 1997 From BooklistGr. 6*-9. Anderson, who wrote about disabled children with
such candor in The Bus People (1992), manages a somewhat fuller portrait of a disabled child in this disturbing
yet compelling story. The writings of Victorian landscape painter and writer Edward Lear inspired the creation
of Anderson's keen-witted narrator-protagonist Edward Albert, a boy who, like Lear, lived with "falling
sickness," as epilepsy was once called. There's not much in the way of action in the story, but the period flavor
is extraordinary. Descriptions of England's backstreets, of Edward's feelings about himself and his periodic
plunges into unconsciousness, of Lear (who enters as a character toward the end) and Edward's mother, and of
English customs and prejudices give readers an exquisite sense of Victorian times and the struggles of a child
on the verge of manhood who has no one to rely on but himself. That Edward Albert, in the end, refuses to
conform to the role his society has cast for him lifts this out of the darkness. Stephanie Zvirin.
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