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indexed. Not illustrated. 1903 Excerpt: .sense of the term. It is not creative design. It is not the design of one
mind, but of many minds; it is not the product of one period, but of a succession of periods. As our laws, our
social and political institutions are the result of ages of eEort and experimentation, so have the same processes
moulded our organic structures into what they now are. First, there must be a realisation of the want felt, and,
second, an intelligent eEort to supply that want. Wants and eEorts are the real factors in organic modifications.
In the sanguiferous system the object aimed at, however imperfect may have been the performance, was to
provide the organism with the necessary nutrient material; but the numerous tentative changes made in the
system show the absence of unity of plan which we would expect if it were the product of a single mind, while at
the same time they indicate either want of knowledge or of power on the part of the designer to carry out an
eEicient scheme in the first instance. We cannot conceive of an Omniscient and Omnipotent Being making
mistakes; and the innumerable instances of rudimentary, atrophied, aborted and imperfect organs prove that
mistakes have been made. Nor can we even imagine such a being rectifying mistakes which He has made. The
idea of a blundering workman-god is repugnant to all our notions of Deity. That blunders have been made can
hardly be questioned, because they...
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