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Excerpt: . CHAPTER III AIRS AND GRACES In this chapter, which
from its nature cannot pretend to be exhaustive, we are
concerned with certain ornamental foibles; ebullitions of
animal spirits incident to young ladies and gentlemen in the
first blush of printed publicity. Our quotations, it is true, do not
all correspond strictly to this description; but the reader has
already observed that the worst faults can often be quoted
from the best authors; it remains for him to reflect that such
faults can be tolerated in them--and only in them. Habit, too,
has something to do with the matter; some of the journalists
quoted below could perhaps tell us whether the downward
path of inversion, entered in extreme youth, is easily
abandoned. It seems a fair inference from contemporary
literature that the negative equipment of many writers may be
summed up in three rules:...
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