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There seems to spring instinctively within the human breast, a love for the land whereon our eyes first opened
to the light. Patriotism is a natural and important sentiment. Upon it depends the defence of the State, the
welfare of society, and the safety and happiness of the individual. The foundation of patriotism is local
attachment, - a fondness for one s kindred and neighborhood. My friends, we should be less than patriots, less
than men, did we forget that spot of earth from whence our wandering feet departed. This is why, though we
are true and loyal to the Great Republic, our hearts yet turn to our New England homes, faithfully as the
trembling needle to the pole. This is why, as grateful children, we are met in memory of the men who gave us a
home and a country, upon the day when first they stood upon the soil of the strange, new world. We of New
England, without disparagement of others, may indulge a just and honest pride in the stock from whence we
have sprung. Our fathers possessed a force of character, with distinguishing and enviable traits, which has
moulded and fixed forever the spirit and tendencies of the community which they planted. In what the
peculiarities of that character consisted, and how it chanced to seek the new world as the theatre of its display,
are topics to which we will briefly turn. Our fathers were Puritans. The Pilgrims to the new world were the...
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